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enforced wanderings of his Court when the capi-
tal was held by the Duke of Guise and the League.
A disagreeable surprise awaited Montaigne on
his return from Rouen to Paris. He was seized
at his lodgings in the Faubourg St. Germain
and he, who had never known the interior of a
prison, found himself, as \ve learn from the
Ephemerides, a prisoner in the Bastille. He was
told that his seizure was by way of reprisal for
the like treatment by the King of a gentleman of
Normandy. It was a brief incarceration, hardly
long enough to widen the basis of Montaigne's
experience. His arrest was at three or four
o'clock on the afternoon of July 10; at eight
o'clock in the evening of the same day he was
released. The favour was granted through the
special intervention of the Queen Mother, Cathe-
rine de* Medici.

Paris, which he loved so warmly, was not
wholly unkind. It was here that he had received
an eager salutation from a young, accomplished,
and enthusiastic stranger, attracted to him solely
by her admiration of the Essays, Marie le Jars de
Gournay. Montaigne was no surly philosopher of
the cynic sect. He responded with all the warmth
of fifty-five years, which had not grown frosty,
to the ardour of her summer-time of twenty-
three. Soon he became her spiritual father and
she became his " fille d'alliance", a title by which,
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